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the Trinity Messenger 

A verse from Proverbs says, ñSurely you have a future, and your hope will not be cut off.ò  Please hold onto 

this promise.  Believe that God is still writing the story and history of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Freeport, PA. 
 

But I also share this ancient prayer with you:  ñLord, you have called us to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, to paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 

knowing where we are going, but only that you hand is leading us and your love supporting usò.  Amen. 
 

This is faith, whether for the journey of an individual dealing with cancer or a congregation doing what it 

must to support pastoral ministry.  The Book of Hebrews puts it this way:  ñFaith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not yet seen.ò 
 

It seems clear that the financial resources are not there at this time for the congregation to think of supporting 

a full-time pastor on its own.  Knowing of the strength and vitality that this congregation once had, this can be 

a discouraging reality to accept.  But this is precisely why the church family must hold onto the promise of 

God and the gift of hope.  Your willingness to trust God and your willingness to remain committed are vital. 
 

Perhaps God has brought me to this place and time for a reason.  I started my first call to ministry by bringing 

the two Lutheran congregations in town together in a shared ministry.  I ended my ministry in Zelienople by 

serving both congregations in town for over five years.   
 

Moving forward, I would suggest that the congregation take advantage of my presence by trying to get a feel 

for what a shared ministry with another congregation looks like.  To use a proverbial saying, ñLetôs kick the 

tires before thinking about buying the car.ò  Letôs check it out before making a final decision. 
 

I have been talking with Barbara Ravenstahl who serves Faith Lutheran Church in Natrona Heights as a lay 

person.  She is a ñSynodically Authorized Ministerò who functions in every capacity as a pastor but who is 

not ordained.  Unfortunately the ELCA no longer supports this kind of ministry.  But she has served her con-

gregation faithfully for many years on a part-time basis.  She has been their hope, but now at the age of 77, 

she is ready to step back. 
 

As Lent approaches, it might provide an opportunity to see what shared ministry looks like.  If I was the sole 

pastor of these two congregations, I would wear myself out trying to do two Maundy Thursday Services and 

two Good Friday services between the two congregations.  So each congregation could host one of the ser-

vices and invite the other congregation to come.  This would be a chance to ñkick the tires.ò 
 

The Season of Lent is fast approaching (March) but there is time to think about it.  Share your thoughts and 

feelings with me, with members of Church Council, with one another.  It is a path as yet untrodden for this 

wonderful congregation.    But can you and I have faith, the commitment to believe in the strength of our 

faith, to hold onto the gift of hope, and to know that Godôs hand is leading us and Godôs love is supporting 

us?  Let me know what you think. 
 

In Christôs love, Pastor Bob 

Pastorôs Page 
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Church Staff  

   Rev. Robert Keplinger    
Phone number: 724-601-9330 

E-mail:   robert.a.keplinger@gmail.com 
           

  Office / Financial Secretary Phyllis Woods 
  Church Treasurer                   Wanda Warren  
  Organist / Choir Director   Krista Fennell 
  Saturday Organist           Alice Pater 
  Custodian  Chrissy Roppolo 
 

Church Council   
 

Brad Ferko - ó21: President, Social Ministry 

Shirley VanDyke - ó20: V.P., Finance & Stewardship 

Yvette Beck - ó19: Christian Education 

Kathy Blair - ó20: Children & Youth, Worship & Music 

Jessica Cummings - ó19 : Children & Youth 

Linda Durst - ó19: Decorating 

Krista Fennell - ó21: Worship & Music 

Pat Ferrante ï ó19: Freeport Community Outreach 

John Foust - ó20: Property 

Kris Kramer - ó21: Mission Outreach 

Eileen Shearer - ó20: Miss. Endow., Special Interest 

Mary Turner - 21: Senior Outreach 
 

    Church Office Hours:  
Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Our Worship Schedule: 

                 Saturday Evening Service:   5:00 PM 

Sunday School:  9:00 AM 

Sunday Morning Service:   10:15 AM  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2019 COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  
Approved secretary, treasurer, and interim pastorôs 
reports 
    

Children & Youth:  Thanks to all who helped make 
the Childrens Christmas Skit so successful. 
                                

Christian Education:  Thanks to Krista Fennell for all 
her work on the Childrens Christmas Skit. Winter Sun-
day School curriculum is here and any unused Fall 
curriculum can be returned for credit. 
  
Congregation Care:   Valentines are being sent to 
Trailblazers. 
 

Community Outreach:   Spring Fling Yard Sale will 
be held in April by Freeport Renaissance. 
 

Decorating:  Postcards were made with Christmas 
pictures of Trinity and sent to Trailblazers.  
 

Finance/Stewardship:  2019 Budget  to be presented 
to Congregation in January at Congregational Meet-
ing Saturday Jan. 19th & Sun. Jan 20th.  ñNoisyò  
offering will take place on the 3d Sunday of each 
month (Proceeds for Childrens Stained Glass window) 
 

Mission Endowment:  Going to ask John Smith to 
give a talk on the Endowment Fund  to council.. 
 

Mission Outreach:   No Report 
 

Property:  sound system in church to be looked at 
again, still having problems with mics. Would like to 
set a day for volunteers to come in and clean-up and 
paint Social Hall. 
 

Social Ministry:   Coffee & donuts will be provided for 
members the day of the Congregational Meeting. 
  
Special Interest:   No report 
 

Worship & Music:  An inventory of all costumes and 
props that belong to the church will be taken. Would 
like to have an updated phone directory done for the 
Annual Congregational Meeting. Lector & Acolytes 
robes to be cleaned. 
 

 Old Business:  Council approved use of kitchen by 
Kiwanis for Pancake & Sausage Breakfasts.  

Approved Pastor increasing his hours from 30 hours 
per week to 40 hours per week. 
 

New Business: A second $16,000 grant was received 
from the Wood Foundation for Trinityôs Stained Glass 
Window Restoration Fund.                                                                  

~ February 2019 Council Devotions  

will be lead by Shirley VanDyke ~ 

~February 2019  Sunday Counters are 

John Foust & Kathy Blair ~ 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  
Tuesday, February 12, 2019 @ 7 PM  



 

 
 

 

Good Morning.   The bulk of this letter is about confirmation for our youth.  Even if you are not  

ñin the marketò for confirmation, I encourage you to read on!      

There is hope in this  letter for our youth and our whole congregation.   And who couldnôt use a bit of hope on 

a cold Tuesday morning in January?? 
 

In September of 2018, I started my first term on church council at Trinity.  I was late to my first meeting, and 

in my absence, I was appointed head of Christian Education!  It has been a good fit for me, and I have enjoyed 

revamping the Sunday School hour, and starting some fun activities for both children and adults.  If you  

havenôt been to Sunday School recently, I invite you to come see whatôs new. 
 

The most common question I have gotten since taking on this role has been ñWhat about confirmation?!ò   

To those of you who asked many months ago, I apologize for the delay.  But I think I finally have some  

answers. 
 

In the past, the education requirement for confirmation was a three-year commitment.  In addition to regular 

Sunday School attendance, there were three meeting per school year required after church.  These meetings 

were to facilitate the understanding of Lutherôs Small Catechism.  It was also the tradition of Trinity to  

confirm in the spring of 9th grade.  At council meetings, I learned that the ELCA governing body has no  

regulations on when youth can be confirmed, nor does it dictate a particular curriculum for preparation.   

These are individual congregation decisions.  
 

As of January, we are enjoying new leadership with Pastor Bob.  As our long term interim pastor, he is  

committed to working with our youth.  We want to catch up with anyone we may have missed during our  

recent leadership changes.  Pastor and I had a meeting about Confirmation, below is a summary of our  

discussion.     
 

¶     Being new to the congregation, Pastor Bob is coming into the situation with no knowledge of what has or 

has not taken place in the past.  

¶     Pastor Bob feels that three years may be a long time wait for confirmation, especially for those youth who 

may have in a sense been left behind.  If the child feels ready to make the commitment to the church, and is of 

a reasonable age, he will work to make that happen.  Normally confirmation takes place in Lutheran Churches 

between 7th and 9th grade.  But if older youth want the experience of being confirmed in their faith, Pastor Bob 

will work with them.  

¶     Pastor Bob wants to meet the youth of our congregation wherever they are in their faith journey, and give 

them a positive tie to the church.  He would like to meet with individual families or small groups to move  

forward with the process and coordinate dates for confirmation when appropriate.  

¶     Pastor Bob recognizes that youth and families are busy.  Youth activities and involvement in the life of the 

church (like acolyting) are important elements as well.  Scheduling ñconfirmation classesò and requiring  

attendance is always a challenge.  It is hard to teach the faith by building on a series of classes when other  

important school and community activities conflict.  

¶     Pastor Bob recognizes that family involvement in the process, including the educational element, is  

important.  

¶     Pastor Bob tries to get the youth to pick a focus or theme ï either alone or as a group, - something that ties 

the experience together in a memorable way.  Examples are a Bible story, making a clay pot to know that one 

is a vessel of God, or learning about an ñEbenezer Stoneò as a reminder that God is our helper in life.  

¶     Pastor Bob stresses that the academic side of things is very important.  The youth should be exposed to and 

demonstrate an understanding of the Bible, Lutherôs Small Catechism, faith, and the life of the church.  But 

there may be other ways accomplish this without three years of weekly meetings.  The main question now is 

how to make this work for the youth, the families, and this congregation.  Together we can work on this.    
 

I am very excited to move forward with this, as my own son, Blair, is of age to be confirmed.  We made a list 

of youth who are of reasonable age, and we could think of about 15 who could be confirmed this spring.  What 

a blessing that would be for Trinity, and all the families involved!  So, if you feel that your child is ready to 

take this step in their faith journey, please email me at ybeck07@yahoo.com.  Pastor Bob and I want to create 

an email list to facilitate future communication.  If you have any questions, please let me know.  

Yours in faith, Yvette Beck, Christian Education, Trinity.  

mailto:ybeck07@yahoo.com


 

 
 

 
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

     Pastor Bob is compiling a list of Trinityôs  

college students and you can help  

Pastor  with this.  

     Please either call the  church office  at  

724-295-9557,  

send us an e-mail  

tlcfreeport@consolidated.net 

or drop a paper with the information  in the offering plate 

on Sunday with the following information: 

Students name and age;  

College they attend;  

what year of college they are in.  

 

 

Hello, I am a member of the Freeport 

High School Swim Team parent board.  

I am asking that you  let your  

membership know that:  
 

Freeport Kiwanis is holding a  

Turkey & Biscuit Dinner  

 Saturday, March 2   

Freeport Methodist Church  

from 4 pm to 7 pm.   

Cost is $8.00.  
  

The dinner is being held to benefit 

the FHS Co - Ed Varsity Swim Team. The 

swimmers appre ciate your support. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL   

MEETING 

RESCHEDULED  
 

Due to inclement weather in January our 

Congregational Meeting was postponed 

and rescheduled for: 
 

 

SATURDAY  -  FEB. 2, 2019 

& 

SUNDAY    -    FEB. 3, 2019 
 

The meeting will follow each   

worship service. 
 

  A new budget for 2019 will be     

submitted for approval and additional 

church business will  conducted. 

  As always your input is important, 

please plan on attending. 
 

SEE YOU THERE! 



 

 
 

 

Thank you for the Staff Christmas 
gift from the congregation.  
It is truly appreciated!   
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to my church family. 
Krista Fennell  

 

To the Trinity Congregation, 

My sincere thanks for the remembrance at 

Christmas with the Staff Christmas gift.. 

It is so nice to be back in the church office and 

to be able to see and talk with so many  

of you on a daily basis. 

Happy New Year!  Phyllis Woods 

 

 

 

 

Informational Address  Update: 
 

Joan Bowman 

501 Franklin Street 

Freeport, PA. 16229 The above  note is from our Thiel 

walkers, from their visit in December 


